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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE :

	

January 26, 1961

~

	

P'ss . Oswald came in to discuss the situation with regard to her son, toe ~I
~Oswald, who bad gone to the Soviet Union and attca:pted to renounce his citizemhlp~
in a visit to the Embassy on October 31, 1959 " xrs. Osssld said she had coma to
Vashin- " ton to see what further could be done to help bar son, indicating that . she
(!7.d not feel that the Department had done as much as it should in his ease . She
also said she thought there was somz possibility that her son had in fact goof
to the Soviet Union as a US secret agent, and if this wre true she wished the
appropriate authorities to know that she was destitute and should receive acme
compensation .

Firs . Oewald ws assured that there vas no evidence toeuggest that her
son had Con: to the Soviet Union as nn "agent", and that she should dismiss any
such idea . With respect to her son's citi zenship status, fir. Hickey explained -
that he had not yet taken the necessary steps in order legally to renounce his
eitizonchip. At the same time, wo did not Snou whether he had taken any action
which would deprive him of his American citizenship under our laws . Mrs. Oswald
conceded that there was . good possibility that her son was acting in tell knowledge
of whet he we doing and preferred the Soviet way of life .

	

It this were the case,
she would respect his right to do so .

It was agreed that the Department Wuld send a new instruction to the flmbisay
et Roe, asking that the Soviet Foreign iliniatry be informed that Hra. Oswald ,
had not heard from her on in several -the and was very anxious to have word
from him.L

	

Mrs. Oswald said that her address at the present tiloe we Box 305,. Hoyd, T!Mf .,
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November 2,1,9$9

;;r . Lee Ilarvoy OS"1AID, an Aearlcdn citizen, appeared at this Embassy Octobers-end aLited to Second Sooratary Mchard E. Snyder that he wishes to renounce
C ,A.mericnn cltitenaMP and that he had applied to bosom a citizen of the Soviet

he nresrntcd to the interviewing officer his paraport and the follosdng
--d,

scan

	

gnashed,

	

anhrritten atatoment . the original of which is retained by the
dmbasyy

	

hanhrritten
(miesp41licge urn "" , in o _,nay)-

	

--

"1 1.c- Ilaray (cq) .Oswald do hereby request that my present citizenship
in the United States of -rice, be revoked . .

"I have entered the Soviet Union for the express purpace of applin:r "
for mitirenship it the Soviet Union,' through the moans of naturalization ..

'a,y request for citizenship is now pending before the Surprem Soviet
of the U. S . S..II :

	

(~

"I take these stem for political reasons-

	

:y req...t,,f- - tlio revoldcj'
of my American citizenship is mado only after the longest and moat serioae
considerations..

"I affirm that my allegiance is to the Union of foviot Socialist Republic

S/ Leo H . Os,.mld -

nald is the bearer of Passport No,, 17332!,2, issued September 10, 7959
(retained at the Ecbaesy),

	

She passport Maw that. he was born in New Orleans,,
I.auisiana, on October 18, 1939, and gives his occupation as "shipping export agent".
O-ad lave his last sddreae in the United Stet- as that of his mother at
,036 Coliinwaol Street, Fort North, Texas

	

A telegram subsequently received att! :c I-ibassy for his inch' :tes that a brother, Robert. L,. Oswald, resides at
-7313 Davenport, For: Forth- T.-"

	

It. stated. that be wan discharged fr.m ti:c U . . SF;.:rive Corp. on September 31 ; 1959

	

Highoat grade achieved was corporal. . .

	

O-ld
:vidently applied for his passport to the Agency{ nC San Francisco "dAlo!still in
1-vi-

	

Doetatcd that he hod eonterpI .ted thgzr+ion.wj1,r.-hn took fir nb%,t+o years before his discharge .

	

He drpartod frq, the Dnit<Z Status Lh- "s

	

llcw
Orlesa with the intent of traveling to the Soviet hnion t ,q Is-:4,rtlsc'

	

:empe,'n state. thutt~e first applied for a Soviet
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F �~feJ a

,.Mt ', ::plied for Soviet citizenship by latter to to . S-Pl-md Soviet on
Oot:2ur ati in Eos-"

.w
. Ile stated that he did not mention his intent to remain

~~ the Soviet Uatonto the Soviet F1"baasy in Helsinki at the time of his visa
appl ., :aton,

'fh-Chout the ]at-iew OsuaW3 manner

	

s
agfireseive, a

	

ant, and
He_

	

a:pe-ircdto be co.npct .

	

Ilein.~sted that ho did n

	

irh
o " 1n dis .̂us;ioa e

	

ssrering questions e

	

inl; Lis ^personal^or.",
,.hat w .

	

ectlynr fated t di-sting nniIf of his
Am-i-+-,hip. If, u ont<.aptoons of any effort., by t, int,-iesnng officer in

h :~: inter^=t- ma Pa el ar that he wanted n

	

advice from^ the I,oassy.

	

lid

stated
that he knew

:h9
provlsions of U. S_ law on less of citizenship and declined to

Favs them reviewer by tho interviewing; officer. In short he displayed all Lhe
a_rs of a acw sophotire party-liner.

o(),-Id i .

	

the "principal r-s-" for his rlscislon that ^I nro

	

rx
but

	

:line any f rhcr elate,

	

his m

	

H--c-, other r arks
a-in, on hl, atti "-use r "	madeduring " P interview . At r c point he alluded
o ha :dd,ip, Ondu :ed by hise .,tl,er a

	

and sW'.ed that. h0 did not inters
o ha : tl,ac h-l'-` to I :lm, He a1

	

._ rade to hf --al ti-
but admitted that he had no- held a civillanjo b, having -t-d

the J,__ frps r1rectly from 2-'r year of hil ;h set,o41 .

	

(He e

	

sod to have
tod high srhool wrli ": in a

	

^.)

	

stated that Iis'

	

wise In Okinawa
and e. e, ;;l :ere ^gave m a chance t~obs, ."ve'Amrsrtc,m ir~lxrialiam . , I AL another
-t "he r

	

ted s nsitl,sly whenasked, in c

	

.

	

n with his rank in the Ferris
Corps, whether he felt he should have had a hyyh°r go eda.

".weld rategcrL ally refused t discuss his fa,,ly beyond s

	

ing that bu
no
0
t mrtdsd and ribs, he ial

	

m

	

r in Lc'zv. II^ had obl,t,,-tcd the
addres written on the insi-cv aof ehis p-pc

	

and steadfastly -fdaed Lo
g;ve any last home add;-until it "a

	

elicited by the 'threat - that nothing
utd be done abeat his request "

	

e hl. citizenship trithnut tht
ir,forcaticn, After r,ivanr the addr-,no ted above, he then -nflm±"d that i

wther" s -dress, He would n tsay whether he had informed his mother
and rebuffed any suggestion of --

	

I's,
.

O"vld offer's Uo information that l,~ had been a radar operator I,, th^
" �rr

	

"+ Corps and that hn had voluntarily stated to u

	

arced Soviet offl ia:s that
!.

	

-r. h, would make Imown to them suchn inforsntion c

	

. intr, the
E.lrane oGorps and ha.s specialay a.s he puss=-ed.Ht" intimated thatfhemight know
--thing o' special . in .eres. .

OswaId is prescntlj -siding;in
no

tnunst state: at tho lie --Pole Hotel.
rs,.it-g the Soviet respe- to his application for cltlzenshlp. As

--at visa and mi itla registration explrrd on Oovber 22, 1959, and have
act boon renewed, he is pat,nyy ;n

	

?ch,,:rally illegal residence status with
_he tacit c-cont of the Soviet authoritis .^ .

For what. significance it may have, the foregoing was also the pattern i=~
the IJ1cholaa P2DRULLI case (our Despatch ill, September 11., 19$9) . 'Having
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wo .- 234-
Cl

--1
, . ;e.ly concluded, for allowing Pet-11i to languish "illegally" in a local

ho-l for

	

.oath, ,hac ho s s no asset as a Soviet eati-, the Soviets
-denlyinvited hir, to dopaYC, painting out that he had ^overstpyed^ his vise .

Ln view of the Petralli ease and other considerations, the Ecbassy pruposee
to dc_ay action on Osw-ldta _ . .Gust to e

	

cut0 an oath of r

	

-ieton to the
,.teat dictat_' by develop-nts and sub~ect to the Dep-tmentts advice,

Fdwaxd L. Free-
Oharl;o d'Affaires, ad interim
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